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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL VIA LDX.. .
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20506

Executive Fegistry

84- 10267

December 7, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CHARLES HILL
Executive Secretary
Department of State

COLONEL R.J. AFFOURTIT
Executive Secretary
Department of Defense

v Executive Secretary
Central Intelligence Agency

SUBJECT: Update on Sandinista Arms Build-up

The July 18 publication "Background Paper: Nicaragua's
Military Build-up and Support for Central American Subversion"
has proved to be a persuasive document in demonstrating the
expansionist nature of the Sandinista regime. The recent
intensification of the military build-up requires that the
document be updated. '

Ambassador Otto Reich, the Coordinator of Public Diplomacy for
Latin America and the Caribbean is directed to oversee the
writing and dissemination of this update.

The Department of State, The Department of Defense, and the
Central Intelligence Agency are cequestec to Frcvicde Ambassa-
dor Reich's office the required support on a high priority
basis. CIA is directed to coordinate/reconcile all input from

the intelligence community. This data is to be provided to
the Coordinator by COB December 13, 1984.

The unclassified publication is to contain as a minimum:

- Analysis of Sandinista offensive capability against
neighboring countries (with particular reference to

terrain)

- Relationship of known deliveries of major weapons (tanks,
helicopters, patrol boats, etc.) to the Sandinista Order
of Battle

-- Comparison of Central American Armed Forces "from 1979 to
the present.
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- Maximum use of overhead photography, graphs and state-
ments of recent. defectors/captured querrillias to show the
extent ot Sandinista support for Salvadoran guerrillas.

Robert M.KKimmitt
Executive Secretary

cc: Mr. C., William LaSalle
Chief of the Executive Secretariat
U.S. Information Agency
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United States Department of State

/f’(ls/u'nglnu, D.C. 20520 ~:F&4\s‘
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18- 2993

July 23, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION LIST A

g
FROM: Otto J. Reich (é)/,L

SUBJECT: Background Paper: Nicaraqua's Military Build-Up and
Support for Central American Subversion

Central America. Enclosed is a copy of a paper on these
subjects, which I hope you will fing interesting and
informative.

Also enclosed are talking points on the paper, which may
be useful in discussion of our policies toward Nicaragua or
Central America in general.

Lastly, I.think you will find the pPaper's "Conclusions"
section helpful, espcially if you don't have the opportunity to
read the entire paper.
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.Dominican
Republic

Venezuela

Colombia

Released by the Department of State and the Depanament of Detense
July 18, 1983
Washington, D.C.
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NICARAGUA'S MILITARY BUILD-UP
AND
SUPPORT FOR CENTRAL AMERICAN SUBVERSION

Talking Points

- Since the Sandinistas gained power in July 1979, they
have built the largest and best equipped military force
in Central America.

~ They have a 48,800-man active-duty armed force. A total of
about 100,000 men have been trained and could be mobilized
rapidly.

- The rapid growth of Nicaraguan military strength could not
have been possible without the help of about 3,000 Cuban
military/security advisers, many of whom are deeply involved in
the decision—making process in Nicaragua.

— A total of about 9,000 cCubans are in Nicaragua now. About
two-thirds of these are "civilian", and most are males of
military age.

- The Soviet Union, East ‘Germany, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,
Poland, Hungary and Libya have military and/or civilian
advisers in Nicaragua. Also, international groups, including
the PLO, Argentine Montoneros, Uruguayan Tupamaros, and the
Basque ETA all have offices or representatives in Nicaragua.

- The Sandinistas have developed an extremely potent offensive
capability, with firepower andg mobility unprecedented in -
Central America.

- Nicaragua now has about 120 Soviet-made tanks and 120 other
armored vehicles. By contrast, Honduras has 16 armored
vehicles. Costa Rica has no army, much less any tanks, and El
Salvador, while having a few dozen armored personnel carriers,
does not have tanks.

'~ Most of the Sandinista rank and file, and some former
Sandinista leaders, such as Eden Pastora Gomez, appear to be
genuine nationalists. But the nine members of the Sandinista
National Directorate, the center of power in Nicaragua today,
are all Marxist-Leninists.
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communications centers for Salvadoran guerrillas, safehouses,

arms depots, vehicle shops,,training camps, and assistance in

transporting military supplies to Salvadoran and other Central
American guerrillas via air, land, and sea. :

= El Salvador has been the principal target of Nicaraguan
subversion, but Costa Rica and Honduras have also been
subjected to armed attacks, bombings, attempted assassinations
and other violent activity.

- This paper cites Sandinista documents, press reports, and
interviews with captured guerrillas and defectors, but

=~ Statistics provided in the report, such as the number of
tanks in the Sandinista arsenal, are based on intelligence
information, unless specific Sources are identified.
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